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There was a lot of excitement at First Presbyterian Church and Rockhaven Camp 

in December. Beginning with a well-attended brunch, followed by the Lessons 

and Carols service and chili supper, the Messiah Community Sing, three 

Christmas Eve services, and a most memorable Christmas Day service, so much energy was 

generated and spent that it wouldn’t have been a surprise if everyone had decided to sleep in 

on New Year’s Day! But that didn’t happen at all. Extra bulletins were run off at the last 

minute for the bigger-than-expected congregation. The ordination and installation of Sally 

Broughton as a ruling elder generated an additional burst of energy. 

 

Now the new year brings the challenge—and opportunity—to sustain the good feelings and 

high energy of Christmas. In the new year, there will be more opportunities to gather around 

tables and enjoy fellowship. The joy of knowing that God’s love lives among us can stay 

with us all year long. Every day there are reminders around us that God blesses all creation, 

and we are part of that creation. The call of God is on each one of us—to serve, to share, to 

love. The question the new year asks of each of us is, “How will you keep the Christmas 

spirit alive? What part will you play?” 

 

For the excitement of December was not the work of any one person, but of the Spirit 

animating the body of Christ to celebrate his presence among us. We always have a 

choice—to let the Spirit live in us, or to close ourselves off from its life-giving energy. 

When we say “yes” to the Spirit, our own life surprises us. We discover gifts we didn’t 

know we had, and ways to use them we never imagined. And when we are generous with 

those spiritual gifts, it seems that they never run out.  

 

As the new year begins, we want to say “thank you!” to all those who were God’s agents of 

hope, peace, joy and love in the life and ministry of First Presbyterian Church in 2011. We 

encourage you to continue and grow in ministry in 2012. And we pray that First Presbyterian 

Church will challenge and support you, for we need one another to be Christ’s body in the 

world. 
 

           

mailto:debg52@gmail.com
mailto:debg52@gmail.com
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Communion and Food Bank Sunday Jan 8 
After the Christmas and New Year’s holidays, we return to our usual Sunday morning schedule on January 8, 

2012. Communion (usually first Sunday) will be served at both 8:30 and 10:30 services. Food Bank contribu-

tions will be collected by the Food Bank following January 8, so please bring your gifts to the front of the sanc-

tuary as a visible reminder of our participation in God’s abundance for all. 

Post-Christmas Sale 
There are a few cookie mixes still available for purchase from the Youth Group, now at 50% off ($6 for one, $10 

for 2). Contact Linda in the church office or check with a youth group member on Sunday. Proceeds benefit two 

Youth Group projects—wheelchairs for 2 children in Cameroon and summer mission experiences. Thank you to 

those who have already supported our youth. 

Christmas Day service blesses all 
The presence of 75 dogs, 1 cat, 1 rabbit, 2 chickens, 2 goats, and plenty of photos and plush animals in worship 

on Christmas Day generated countless human smiles and much laughter. For the record, there were no 

“accidents” and no “fights,” and the only voices which disrupted the (brief) sermon were those of excited chick-

ens who settled down after a short “time out.” The animals and their humans gave praises to God and felt God’s 

blessing on them as we remembered that Christ was born among the animals and the animals were the first to 

give him hospitality. (photos courtesy of John Patterson- more on www.facebook.com/fpcbozeman. 

  

Women’s Morning Book Group 
 
Every Thursday morning the Women’s Morning Book Group gathers at the church at 7:30 a.m. for a 
good discussion and refreshments. We have read up to chapter 19 in the” Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lach” by Rebecca Skloot.  Everyone is invited to join us. 

For those who would like weekly or monthly pledge envelopes please contact Linda in the 
church office at 

586-9194 or linda@fpcbozeman.org  An assortment of envelopes are available also at the back 
of the sanctuary.  As a reminder the per capita for 2012 is $43.00. 

http://www.facebook.com/fpcbozeman
mailto:linda@fpcbozeman.org
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FPC helps support PC(USA) missionaries 
There are nearly 200 mission co-workers scattered around the world, sent and supported by the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.), who witness to God’s love in Jesus Christ on our behalf. Their roles are wide-ranging—

evangelism, education, peacemaking, church support, and community development are some of the general areas 

in which our missionaries work. To ensure that our global witness continues, and so that we might learn and 

grow from what Christians in other parts of the world have to teach us, our church is utilizing resources from a 

mission fund to partner with mission co-workers in two countries. 

 

Doug and Elaine Baker live in Belfast, Northern Ireland. Doug is originally from Seattle; Elaine, his wife, is 

from Belfast. Doug went to N. Ireland in 1979, during the height of the “Troubles,” to participate in the peace-

making work of the Corrymeela Community. (If this sounds familiar, it’s because this is where Dan and Jody 

spent 3 months of their 2008 sabbatical. Doug and Elaine warmly welcomed Dan, Jody & Martha during that 

time.) Currently, Doug is a leader in the peacemaking ministries of the Presbyterian Church of Ireland. He and 

Elaine provide mentorship for the Young Adult Volunteers of the PC(USA) who live in Belfast and work in 

churches and community centers. Please read more about them at http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/

missionconnections/baker-doug-and-elaine/. 

 
 

John McCall lives in Taipei, Taiwan, where he teaches at two seminaries, supports pastors, helps the aboriginal 

churches, and speaks frequently at youth and young adult conferences. In Taiwan, the aboriginal people 

(believed to be of Malayo-Polynesian origin) make up less than 2% of the population, but about 70% are Chris-

tian. This means that more than half of the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan is aboriginal—the most marginalized 

group in Taiwan, with limited educational and economic opportunities. Jody met John at a conference in Febru-

ary and was inspired by his call to mission service. Recently he wrote, “The Taiwanese Christians were de-

lighted to have Christmas on a Sunday this year since Dec. 25 is not a holiday here.  So six out of 

seven years, they have to work on Christmas.” Find out more about John and his ministry at http://

gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/mccall-john/.  

 
 

Please include Doug, Elaine, and John in your prayers as they share Christ’s peace and love where they live and 

work. 

http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/baker-doug-and-elaine/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/baker-doug-and-elaine/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/mccall-john/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/mccall-john/
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Pulpit exchange with local rabbi 
 

In the past several years, First Presbyterian Church has been exploring interfaith understandings in sev-

eral arenas. Co-pastor Jody McDevitt has been a regular panelist in the monthly interfaith presentations 

held at Temple Beth Shalom, the adult Sunday school class studied various faith traditions in 2010-11, 

and on Sept. 11, 2011, we hosted the community interfaith observance of the 10 year anniversary of the 

terrorist attacks on the U.S. What next steps might we take to learn from our neighbors of different faith 

traditions? How about a pulpit exchange? 

 

Jody has been invited to be the guest preacher at Temple Beth Shalom on Friday evening, January 27, 

and in exchange, Rabbi Ed Stafman of Temple Beth Shalom will be our guest preacher at both 8:30 and 

10:30 services on Sunday, January 29. Rabbi Ed is a very learned person with an interesting background. 

Prior to eight years of rabbinical study, he was a trial lawyer in Florida specializing in defending death 

penalty cases. In addition to his rabbinical study and law degree, he holds a masters in Religion and has 

completed all coursework for a PhD in Religion of Western Antiquity, which includes early Judaism, 

early Christianity, and Greek & Roman religion. He is an engaging speaker whose commitment to inter-

faith relations, justice, community, and spiritual growth have made an influence in the Bozeman com-

munity since his arrival here in 2008. 

 

Don’t miss this “first” at First Presbyterian Church! 

Westminster Spires Camp water system upgrade nearly complete 
 

In the fall of 2004 our church successfully completed a million dollar capital campaign for the 

modernization and renovation of our church facility that was completed in 2006. An integral part of the 

campaign was to designate a tithe—10% of receipts—for 3 mission projects—an international project, a 

regional project and a local project. With regard to the regional project, word was recently received from 

the Presbytery of Yellowstone that the $34,000 we gave for necessary infrastructure upgrades at the 

presbytery’s Westminster Spires Camp, south of Red Lodge, has made it possible to completely upgrade 

the camp’s water system to bring it up to current code requirements. With the new well in place, the 

presbytery’s lease with the Custer National Forest is ensured enabling the camp to continue operation. 

Co-General Presbyter George Goodrich writes on behalf of the presbytery, “We are so grateful to the 

pastors, the people and the session of First Presbyterian Church  of Bozeman for your generosity and 

example of Christian leadership and stewardship in the tithing of this gift. We could not have done it 

without you!” Curt Kochner, co-moderator of the presbytery’s Camping and Youth Committee writes, 

“Without a clean water supply, we would not be able to maintain the operation of this camp. Therefore, 

everyone that has participated in the camping program or stayed at Westminster Spires for an outdoor 

ministry experience is deeply indebted to the generosity of First Presbyterian Church Bozeman.” 

The international project funded by our gift of $30,000 resulted in the construction of 2 multiuse 

buildings on 2 remote islands in the South Pacific nation of Vanuatu. These buildings were successfully 

built in 2006 and now serve as community centers, worship facilities and cyclone storm shelters. The 

local project funded by campaign was designated for Rockhaven Camp. While the original concept 

called for the construction of handicapped restroom facilities, it has been used for the upgrade of the 

electrical system in anticipation of new and renovated accessible facilities and for the construction of the 

high ropes course, all of which has moved Rockhaven ahead in its mission possibilities. 

The capital campaign had as its theme, “Blooming Where We’re Planted.” It is exciting to see 

that in addition to those blossoms here on the corner of South Willson and West Babcock, there are blos-

soms also flourishing in Vanuatu, the Beartooth Mountains, and in the Gallatin Canyon. Praise God! 
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Holland-days…  
 (by Dan Holland) 
  

Newspapers everywhere normally begin the new year by recounting the top stories from the 
old year. I took my own informal survey and present to you ten of the top stories from the 
FPC perspective: 
 

Top Story: Jesus Christ Rises from the Dead. Reports of the resurrection were first heard 
at the Rockhaven Sunrise service and were later confirmed at the 8:30 and 10:30 services. 
 

Number Two: Jesus Christ Crucified. Congregants were notified of this shocking story at 
the service of diminishing light on Good Friday. 
 
Number Three: Jesus Christ Is Born. The miraculous incarnation was foretold at the 
Rockhaven Service of Lessons and Carols. It was acted out a week later at the 5:00 Family 
Service, celebrated by music at 8:00 by the choir and First Bells, and later that same 
evening consecrated through the sacrament of communion at the candlelight service. 
 

Number Four: God Creates the Universe. The adult Sunday School class began its year 
long tour through the Bible (via The Story) by learning what happened in the beginning.  
 
Number Five: Holy Spirit Sent to the First Christians. Pentacost Sunday found FPC 
celebrating this seminal event in the history of Christ’s church. 
 
Number Six: Moses Leads Hebrews out of Egypt. The youth Sunday School classes are 
also taking a tour through the Bible (via their own version of The Story) and learned of this 
extraordinary adventure across the Red Sea.  
 
Number Seven: Jesus Instructs Followers to “Go forth and Make Disciples of All 
Nations.” The FPC youth group ventured to the Fort Peck Reservation to carry out the great 
commission. 
 
Number Eight: Jesus Encourages the “Little Children to Come to Me.” Rockhaven Camp 
and Retreat Center completed its eighth summer camping season by serving more children 

than ever and by putting the finishing touches on its high ropes course. 
 

Number Nine: Jesus Tells Disciples to “Feed My Lambs.” The Deacons continued their 
ministry by not only feeding Jesus’ lambs, but also by clothing, nursing, sheltering, and 
comforting them.  
 
Number Ten:  The Apostle Paul Reminds Believers to “Pray Without Ceasing.” The FPC 
Prayer Chain said goodbye to long time leaders Glen and Ruth Welch and welcomed new 
coordinators Fran Bradley and Helen Craig as this vital group continued to proffer 
supplications before God’s throne.  
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Church Facebook page a source of up-to-date news! 
 Even if you’re not a Facebook member yourself, you can still access the church’s 
Facebook page at 

 www.facebook.com/fpcbozeman  

Birthdays we missed 
during the holidays: 
12/29 Joanna Ellison 
        Denise Knox 
        Katie Hudak 
12/30 Jim Hall 
12/31 Kelly Kleingartner 
        Joe Nelson 
        Sammylu Parsons 
1/2   Bob Furu 
1/4    Betty Vaughn 
 
Birthdays this Week 
1/5   Aidar Haynes 
        Don Mathre 
        Gillian Erlandson 
        Erica Hoffman 
1/6   Ann Staffanson 
        Donna Mandeville 
1/8   Betsy Crabs 
1/9   Bob Utzinger 
        Mary Bradford 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Library Sunday is scheduled for March 11, 2012 and it's not 

too early to begin looking for those books, puzzles, table 

games, CDs, and DVDs you'd like to donate for the sale. 

Sale items my be brought in during February and early 

March. Thank you in advance for your participation. 

You are encouraged to join the library committee January 11 

at 7:00 p.m. to help plan activities for the next few 

months. See you then?? 

Betty Knutson 

CPR/AED CLASSES 
 

As a result or your generous response to fundraising efforts, 

the church has purchased our AED’s and it’s time for CPR/

AED training.  Dan Archer is volunteering his time and ex-

pertise as a trainer and will provide classes at FPC. 

Dates:    Sunday Jan 15th  12:30-3:30 p.m.,after a light lunch 

               Thursday, Jan 19th  6:30-9:30 p.m. 

Where:  Library, FPC 

Who:     Those interested in a class combining Red Cross 

certification in CPR/AED’s.  Each of the classes can accom-

modate up to 15 people, with the cost of the first 20 people 

who register already having been covered by the AED fund-

raising.  Otherwise, the cost is $19.00. Books will be pro-

vided for use in the class at no charge.  

    We hope to have a good mix of folks who regu-

larly participate in activities at FPC and/or Rockhaven since 

we’ll have AED’s in both locations. 

How:      Sign up by contacting Linda in the church office, 

586-9194, and providing your choice(s) of dates and your 

contact information to include name, phone number, ad-

dress, and e-mail address. 

Questions:   Contact Linda in the church office (586-9194) 

or John Patterson (587-9722).  



 

Page 7 

PresbEnews - Good News Edition -  January, 2012 

 
 

Women’s Ecumenical Bible Study  
 
 

Join us for our Winter/Spring 2012 study of … 

The Book of Acts 
  

Mondays ~ January 16 – March 26 ~ 10:00-11:45 at First Presbyterian Church 
You are invited to join our community wide women’s Bible Study starting up again after the first of 

the year; we would love to have you be a part of the group.  The mission of WEBS is to offer women 
a safe, engaging learning environment to nurture our faith through Bible Study and relationship with 
others.  WEBS also seeks to build connection by sharing our stories as we explore God’s story.  
       Beginning January 16

th
, we’ll spend10 weeks exploring The Book of ACTS using N.T. 

Wright’s Acts for Everyone (chapters 13-28).  For this session, we’ll meet Monday mornings from 
10:00-11:45 at First Presbyterian Church (Willson & Babcock).  Our morning include small group dis-
cussions of the Bible text for that week, followed by a gathering of the large group together. Here we 
seek head and heart understanding by sharing ‘insights & inquiries’ with a pastor.  For this series our 
pastor will be the Rev. Valerie Webster, (vwebster587@gmail.com or 587-7202), an Episcopal priest, 
Spiritual Director, & staff chaplain at Bozeman Deaconess Hospital.  WEBS is for women from all 
around our community, so invite your friends! And Remember young moms: we have a fantastic… 

and free!... Childcare for your babies & Christian learning activities for your 
preschoolers.   If you have questions or need more information, please call Kay Lansverk at 

BUMC (586-5413) or Katie Daughenbaugh 570-4146. 

W
E
B
S

            Volunteers Needed….    

 

We are looking for two providers from our congregation for child care on 

Mondays from January 16th through March 26th.  Our church is hosting the 

Women’s Ecumenical Bible Study during this period and child care is an 

integral part of the program.  Work hours are from 9:45 am to noon each 

Monday for this paid position.  Providers will undergo a background 

check and five hours of training in the Safeguarding God’s Children cur-

riculum; training hours are also paid.  In interested please contact Susan 

Gibb at 582-7413 or susgibb@gmail.com   Thanks! 

mailto:vwebster587@gmail.com
mailto:susgibb@gmail.com
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