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Co-Pastors’ Corner….One of the joys of life in the congregation of First 

Presbyterian Church this fall has been the strong interest in The Story. In August, we 

placed an order for what we thought would be enough books to get us started as a 

congregation. In September, every week we placed another order for more books. From 5th grade 

through adults, we now have about 70 books in circulation. Many of those books are being shared in 

families, so it’s probably safe to say that close to 100 people of our congregation are reading the Bible 

this fall, in The Story’s chronological and somewhat condensed format. Wow! 

 

What is it about the Bible that captures our hearts and imaginations? It’s not the ―gee whiz‖ that we 

experience so often in our high tech world. It’s not that the Bible is filled with morally upright 

characters on whom we can model our lives. And it’s not the ability to fire Bible ―zingers‖ to prove 

another person wrong. No, the Bible is low tech and populated by fallible people, and the world has 

experienced enough abuse of the Bible’s message and purpose through Bible warfare. What is 

captivating about the Bible and its story is that it reveals God in the world, the real world of families 

and friends, rivers and seas and mountains, enemies and strangers and children and old people. Susan 

Briehl, a Lutheran pastor, writes, ―God meets us on these pages and awakens us to a world more 

broken and blessed than we imagined. If you love your life just as it is right now, forget about the 

Bible. Entering the Biblical story, the story of God’s self-giving love, could be dangerous. When you 

get into this story, it will get into you and begin shaping how you live.‖ 

 

So perhaps the Bible should come with a warning label: You are risking a life-transforming journey 

when you enter this book. You will meet yourself in these pages, and discover the honest truth about 

both your sinfulness and your blessedness. You will begin to look at others differently as a result of the 

people you encounter in these stories. God will meet you, and you will meet God in this story. 

 

As November begins, The Story has taken us through the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Bible) 

and we are about to enter the long story of living in the Promised Land. Judges, kings, and prophets 

will show us human faithlessness, repentance and restoration, and God’s faithfulness, righteousness 

and forgiveness. It is a timeless story, setting the stage for our need for salvation and the gift of Christ. 

Reading with others helps us stay accountable to one another, and it’s never too late to join this 

adventure. Contact the church office if you would like a book. All are invited to participate—and invite 

a friend, too. 
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2 Corinthians 9:7 

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give,  

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
 

Thank you for giving your time, talents, and financial contributions.   
Without your generous support, we could not do all the great things we do to Glorify God. 

 
 Below is a table showing our financial status as of the end of July. 

September Income $25,531.20  Year-to-Date Income $ 310,024.02 

September Expenses $ 26,077.80  Year-to-Date Expenses $ 318,024.70 

September Balance ($ 545.88) Year-to-Date Balance ($ 8,000.68)  

Operation Christmas Child 2011 
 

It is Operation Christmas Child time again. The shoe boxes will be available for pick up on Oct 30 

and must be returned by Sunday November 20.  Please help support this wonderful mission project. 

The kids and their families will appreciate it so much.  This year the silent auction is downstairs in 

the Fellowship Hall and your bids are needed as well.  Thank you!  If you have any questions please 

call Joy Ames at 586-1854. 

Volunteers are needed on Saturday, November 12, from 9 a.m. to noon to set out the items for 

the youth group to assemble Operation Christmas Child boxes on November 13.  Please call Joy 

Ames if you can help at 586-1854. 

Be A Friend - Change A Life!  YOU can walk alongside a person in one of Love 

INC's Change Your Life courses.  Offer your Christian perspective and be their prayer support.   

Directly help someone make positive changes with little time commitment; weekly meeting on Tues. 

nights, 6:30-8:30 pm for 6 to 10 weeks (depending on the course).  It's hard to make big changes in 

life without a Christian friend!  Make your faith come alive, be a friend, and share Christ’s love. 

 What is Emergence Christianity? 
If you are interested in discussing the great changes that the Christian church and Western culture are experiencing, come 

to the Adult Forum on Wednesdays at 4 pm in room 203-4. The group, which began meeting on Oct. 26, is using a DVD  

series featuring Phyllis Tickle and other observers of church and culture. No previous exposure to these ideas is neces-

sary— 

come and learn with other inquirers. Is what we are experiencing a revolution on the order of the Reformation?  

What can we expect in the future? On November 2, Carol Shellenberger will lead the discussion. 
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THANKSGIVING BASKETS   … Just around the corner 

 

It is that time of year again when our Deacons organize the preparation and delivery of Thanksgiving 
baskets to needy families in Bozeman. This year we anticipate a high number of requests due to the 
economy, so we are again asking for help from the congregation. We need donated 10-14 lb. Turkeys, or 
cash donations (please write "Turkey donation" on your check) and help packing and delivering the bas-
kets on Friday November 18th at 2:30 PM at the Bozeman Senior Center. Please consider helping with 
this special ministry to our community. There will be a sign up sheet in the back of the sanctuary, or you 
could call Dick Rote at 219-3154.                                                                

Thanksgiving service at First Presbyterian  
It is an annual tradition of the downtown churches to hold a community service of thanksgiving, with 

various houses of worship hosting the service. This year it is our turn, so on Wednesday, November 23 

at 5:30 pm the community is invited to join in thanking God for the blessings of life and of the year. 

Since we are hosting, please mark your calendars and plan to show our Presbyterian hospitality! 

 

The service will include musicians from several churches, including a choir assembled for the occasion 

and directed by Russell Milburn. It will be a joyful celebration of God’s goodness and mercy, and will last 

one hour. What a great way to begin the holiday weekend! 

Stewardship –  
Is the Spirit of Christ alive in you?     Is the Spirit of Christ alive here at First Presbyterian Church? 

Your session believes the answer is a resounding yes, and we have adopted our stewardship theme for this fall from 1 Co-

rinthians 15, verse 22, ―So all will be made alive in Christ.‖ 

2011 has been a year of growth and excitement here at our church and your session would like to thank you all for your 

generous support.  We would also like to challenge ourselves and you to continue to give your time, talents and treasures 

to help us sustain this growth into next year and beyond.    

Our deacons are busier than ever with their various mission projects, Easter baskets, Thanksgiving baskets, fellowship time 

after services, and the care ministry for all of our members.  Our youth group is active and were excited to have gone to 

Wolf Point for a week of mission this summer and now look forward to traveling out of state next summer to continue 

sharing the love of Jesus and telling the Good News of the gospel.   We are welcoming more MSU students to our church 

family through our scholarship program and various activities.   Our ministry/mission at Rockhaven has grown by leaps 

and bounds this year not only with programs for our own church members but also by reaching out to the community at 

large and bringing in participants from all over the state.   Our church facility provides a shelter several times a year for 

those in the Family Promise program; we host the Boy Scouts, and provide a location for musical lessons.  We offer 

classes for all ages to strengthen their own spiritual faith journeys through Sunday school, Nursery care, Feed Your Soul, 

and several bible study opportunities.    We provide a place of Worship, where we can come together to praise God and 

hear His Word proclaimed through music, and the teaching of our pastors, Dan & Jody.    

As stated before, we have much to be excited about.  We encourage your prayers of support and ask you to join us to step 

out in faith by pledging your financial support.   After much serious discussion, taking into consideration our plans for 

growth into the future, staffing needs, and support costs, Session agreed to set a pledge goal of $340,000 (11%increase).   

Please be watching this week for your stewardship mailing and prayerfully consider how God is calling you to help further 

His mission here at First Presbyterian Church, so all will be made alive in Christ.   We would like to receive and dedicate 

these pledges on Sunday November 20.     

Thank you again, and may God Bless you all. 
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WELCOME New Members   
Six new members were welcomed into the congregation on Sunday, October 30.  Their bios and 

photos are included here!  Linda in the Office has contact information. 

John & Judy Harrison moved to Bozeman from Lewistown, MT 
one year ago to be closer to one of their five children, a son. Three of 
their children live in Seattle; another son and two grandsons live in 
California. Judy was born in Anaconda; John in California. Judy graduated 
as a Registered Nurse from the Hollywood Presbyterian School of Nursing. 
John graduated with a degree in finance and accounting from the U. of 
Southern California. He is a CPA, working for years in that field until he 
bought a car dealership in Lewistown. Both John and Judy are now retired 
although John still files a few tax returns each year for family and friends. 
John is a golfer and both of them downhill and cross-country ski, hike, camp, 
and fish. They appreciate the friendliness of our church and look forward to 
participating in the life of this church. 
John and Judy’s church hosts are Dick and Rita Fish. 

Travis Campbell was born in Madison, Wisconsin and after graduating high 
school, earned his BFA degree in fine arts and graphic design from St. Cloud 
State University in St. Cloud, Minnesota. He moved here in 2010 to work as 
a graphic designer for Northwest Energy in their Bozeman Regional Office. 
For hobbies, he adds hunting and fishing to those already mentioned by his 
fiancee, Kyndra Meusel. 
Travis’s church hosts are Brent and Rachel Turner. 

Kyndra Meusel (rhymes with streusel) is another who moved to Montana for 
college. She says when she moved here, she didn’t intend to stay. Kyndra 
was born in northern California and nurtured in California’s Santa Cruz 
Mountains. She moved to Missoula in 2008 for her master’s degrees in 
English and Humanities. She came to Bozeman in 2010 to teach at MSU. 
and 
at Whittier Elementary. She completed her student teaching at BSH, where 
she now subs for morning English classes; in the afternoons, she teaches 3 
courses at MSU. Busy woman! With her fiancé, Travis Campbell, Kyndra 
owns 2 dogs and enjoys hiking with them. They tried snow shoeing last 
winter and are looking forward to XC skiing this winter. Competitive 
swimming is part of her past; now she makes time for recreational swimming 
at the Ridge. She and Travis are planning their wedding for next June 23rd 

and Dan will officiate. 

Mary Armstrong joins our congregation today but is not new to Bozeman. 
She moved here in 1974 to attend MSU. where she earned her degree in 
Agriculture. She was born in Illinois and graduated high school from Orland 
Park, IL. Mary works for the Bozeman Parks Department but also finds time 
for her 4 Australian Shepherd dogs and her favorite pastime, rodeo 
photography. She also serves as the official liaison between athletes and law 
enforcement for the Special Olympics Torch Run. 
Mary’s church host is Joanne Jennings. 

New Member continued on NEXT PAGE 
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Church Facebook page a source of up-to-date news! 
 Even if you’re not a Facebook member yourself, you can still access the church’s 
Facebook page at 

 www.facebook.com/fpcbozeman  

New Member News (Continued) 

Mary Clark is that rarity, a native Montanan! She was born in Forsyth and 
grew up in the Presbyterian Church. She moved to Bozeman in the early 
1980’s and has owned and operated her own Bozeman business as a C.P.A. for 
23 years. She holds both an elementary education and an accounting degree 
from MSU. She has two sons, one here in Bozeman and the other, with his 
wife and twin toddlers, lives in Bend, Oregon. Mary’s hobbies when she finds 
time are golf, walking, needlework and quilting. She serves on the FPC 
prayer chain and wants the congregation to know she feels very welcomed 
and at home in her new church home. 
Mary’s church host is Nancy Reich. 

In memory of Jerry Crabs 
Jerry Crabs was an active member of our congregation when he died suddenly in October 2010. 

One of his strongest commitments was to mentoring young people who had dropped out of 

school as they prepared for GED exams. In his memory, , the Bozeman Adult Learning Center 

is hosting a Spaghetti Dinner and raffle fundraiser at Bozeman High from 5:30-7:30 pm on No-

vember 12, 2011, for the Jerry Crabs Memorial Scholarship fund for GED students.  Dinner 

tickets cost $10 for adults /$7 for children and will include a gourmet spaghetti dinner with 

salad and your choice of Shrimp Alfredo, Marinara or Meat Sauce, a beverage and des-

sert.  There will be live music, guest speakers, and $1.00 raffle items including $50 gift cards to 

most of Bozeman’s top restaurants and much more! The $5.00 grand prize raffles include full 

day Guided Fly Fishing Adventure for two through Montana Angler Outfitters and golf for four 

at Bridger Creek golf course with two carts.  100% of all funds raised will go to the Jerry Crabs 

Memorial GED Scholarship Fund. If you would like to attend the dinner or buy raffle tickets 

online, you can go to http://www.bozemanschoolsfoundation.org/content/upcoming-eventsor 

call 522-6012. Contact Betsy Crabs for more information. 

http://www.bozemanschoolsfoundation.org/content/upcoming-eventsor%20call%20522-6012
http://www.bozemanschoolsfoundation.org/content/upcoming-eventsor%20call%20522-6012
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THE BOOK 

NOOK 

 

INFORMATION AND 

NEWS FROM OUR 

CHURCH LIBRARY 

 

Anyone know the name 

of Joseph’s  wife? It is 

somewhere between 

Chapters 37 and 50 in 

the Bible! A lot of 

reading.  

 

Instead you can go to our 

church library and look 

it up in one of  the many  

Bible Dictionaries in 

which everything  

biblical is in alphabetical 

order.  

 

The 5 Vol.Interpreters 

Dictionary of the Bible 

is the most extensive. 

There are also 1 Vol. 

Bible dictionaries and a 3 

Vol. Illustrated Bible 

Dictionary.  

 

All helpful on all sorts of 

Bible questions. 

 

All in our library! 

 

-Paul at the book Nook 
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Praise God for Your Gen-

erosity… It keeps  going up because of 

all of those who have helped. We’re at $2768 – 

over half way to our goal of $4200 for AED’s for 

the church and Rockhaven.  Thank you all for 

your generous donations to our “SAVE A LIFE” 

efforts to obtain AED’s and train/certify 20 peo-

ple in their use. Now, we’re asking everyone in 

the congregation to reconsider making whatever 

initial or additional donation you can to allow 

us to reach our goal this Fall. We’ll continue to 

have opportunities after the church services for 

you to donate or you can place your donation in 

the offering plates on Sundays or mail them 

directly to the church office.  Please note that 

your donation is for the AED fund. 

BIRTHDAYS!! 
11/2 Deb Griffin 
11/3 Ray Knox 
11/4 Jan Gorman 
      Sharon Kleingartner 
11/5 Cyn Frye 
11/7 Dave Arkwright  

Session Report from October 27 
Much of the session agenda is reported else-

where — the stewardship campaign, status of 

the budget, and our new members. 

Session also discussed the formation of a new 

Capital Campaign Exploration Committee, 

chaired by Chuck Poremba.  You will hear 

more about this in coming days. 

The Session met with a team from Presbytery 

who is charged with visiting churches on a 

triennial basis.  They were very impressed 

with the breadth of our mission work; much 

time was spent in how to share this progress 

throughout the Presbytery. 
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Rockhaven, Cameroon, and  

the Board of Deacons 
What do these three have in common? The most direct answer is that 

all three will be topics of presentation and discussion this month on 

Wednesday evenings at 6 pm. They will be the featured topics of our 

―Feed Your Soul‖ weekly gatherings, which this fall have a theme of 

―What Does the Lord Require?‖ All three are responses of faithful-

ness to God. Come and learn more. All are welcome to come at 5:15 

for supper, too! (No reservation required, put a few dollars in the 

basket for your prepared supper.) 

 

Nov 2 – Rockhaven – What’s been happening, what is hoped for in 

the future 

Nov 9—Cameroon—The connection between one African village 

and one FPC Bozeman family, the McMakins (read more at http://

www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/dailyfeatures/

article_e0412a98-ff66-11e0-a990-001cc4c002e0.html) 

To all knitters - with winter round the corner would you please consider knitting caps, scarves or 

mittens for some of the children at Monforton, Gallatin Gateway and Emily Dickinson schools?  It would help 

keep them warm.Thanks, Joyce Armour 

mumsie27@bresnan.net.   

Christmas poinsettias are available for purchase in honor of or in 

memory of loved ones or simply as a decorative gift.  With a gift of $12, your 

poinsettia will be used to decorate the sanctuary on Sundays, December 4,  

December 11, December 18, Christmas Eve and Christmas.  If you are inter-

ested, please bring your check (made payable to First Presbyterian Church and 

marked “Poinsettia”)  to the church office or put in the Sunday offering plate 

with an order form. Orders must be in no later than Sunday, November 27th. 

Recycle Information: 
 Congratulations to all of you who are involved in activities of our church that provide opportunities to 
recycle!  Your recycle team would like to offer a few “bits of wisdom” that we have learned from the 
recycle centers.  There are articles that are not allowed in the bins.  These include:  juice boxes, foil, 
aerosol cans, Styrofoam containers, pizza boxes, plastic bags, and wax coated paper, such as milk 
style containers.  If we find these, then we have to find a place to dispose of them.  Also, we really 
appreciate those who take the time to break down the cardboard boxes and flatten them.  It  takes a 
long time at the center if we have to do all of them. The other considerate work many of you do is 
rinse out the cans, and refrain from letting any food find its way into the provided containers.  Last 
time we recycled, people had even flattened all of the beverage containers and some of the plas-
tic.  Wow!  Thank you so much.  We enjoy our opportunity to do our little part to keep our area 
“green”, and thank you for your help. 

                                                                    Your Recycle Team 

http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/dailyfeatures/article_e0412a98-ff66-11e0-a990-001cc4c002e0.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/dailyfeatures/article_e0412a98-ff66-11e0-a990-001cc4c002e0.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/dailyfeatures/article_e0412a98-ff66-11e0-a990-001cc4c002e0.html
mailto:mumsie27@bresnan.net
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Holland-days…  
 (by Dan Holland) 
 Although it is no longer officially Breast Cancer Awareness Month, I would like to share one 
last piece written many years ago for a friend that ultimately succumbed to this scourge.  

 A couple of weeks ago I spoke about the challenges of praying for people that do not subscribe 

to the same faith system as ours. The corollary to this is how uplifting it is to pray for a saint. 

 

Livin’ 
 

On the road to Damascus, 

in the middle of the day, 

a disciple was born of fate, 

was chose to show the way. 

 

All throughout his hardships 

he did not wield the sword.  

The mission of this fallen man 

was to wield the Lord. 

 

And when he looked down upon 

the chains that bound his hands, 

he sang the song of livin’ 

and praised the Son of Man. 

 

“Ah, but that’s just livin’, 

and to live is Christ. 

Yeah, that’s just livin’, 

and the Lord is my life.” 

 

“Throw down your net,” the Savior said; 

“Come and follow me.” 

And so he did all through his life, 

even died up on a tree. 

 

Oh, what we remember, though, 

is the three times he denied 

his ever loving Master, 

right before Christ died. 

 

But Jesus knows the heart of man, 

that waters still run deep. 

He just said, “Son, that’s livin’; 

now go and feed my sheep.” 

 

“Ah, but that’s just livin’, 

and to live is Christ. 

Yeah, that’s just livin’, 

and the Lord is my life.” 

 

 

She was a precious woman,  

not much to find at fault. 

Her light shone for her Savior, 

her skin the taste of salt. 

 

The day she got the news, 

like any other day, 

was started down upon her knees; 

that’s how she liked to pray. 

 

The doctors spoke of battles, 

and how battles could be lost. 

She just spoke of livin’, 

and how much livin’ cost. 

 

“Ah, but that’s just livin’, 

and to live is Christ. 

Yeah, that’s just livin’, 

and the Lord is my life. 

Yeah, that’s just livin’; 

Jesus is my life.” 
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