
 

 

Good News 

First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman, MT October 2009 

From your Co-pastors — 

Dan and Jody 
 

  As we enter into October the level of en-

ergy and activity in the life of our church 

seems to rise in direct reverse proportion to the dropping tem-

peratures. This year seems particularly so. Beginning in Sep-

tember our focus in worship has been on discipleship–

discovering what it means for us as a church to reorient our 

self-understanding as a congregation to think less about the 

privileges and benefits of church membership and to emphasize 

the responsibilities and implications of renewing our commit-

ment to be followers and disciples of Jesus. We have done this 

and will continue to do this by focusing on 6 marks of disciple-

ship. So far we’ve covered 4 of them: 1. Pray daily; 2. Worship 

weekly; 3. Regular Bible reading; and 4. Service at and beyond 

our church. If you missed these services, you can read the ser-

mons on the church website (www.fpcbozeman.org). In Octo-

ber we’ll continue with, 5. Spiritual friendships; and 6. Giving. 

  As we continue this focus on the marks of discipleship this 

month we’ll be doing it in the context of Christian community 

in which we live most faithfully and vitally. It is essential that 

we pursue our deepening discipleship with companions along 

the way–brothers and sisters in Christ. In addition to the 

weekly opportunities for fellowship in the community of faith 

on Sundays, with worship and Sunday school in the morning, 

and youth group in the evenings, there are numerous other op-

portunities to foster and nurture Christian community. Our 

choirs meet during the week, the adult forum study group on 

Wednesdays, women’s fellowship on Thursdays, and Presbyte-

rian Women circles are all regular events on an ongoing basis. 

Beginning on October 14 our fall Feed Your Soul gets under-

way every Wednesday for 6 weeks, providing an opportunity 

for a shared meal, fellowship and study. Added to these are 

special events that come up and are promoted on Sundays and 

in our weekly PresbEnews. Plan to join in. 

  Speaking of PresbEnews, a work group has begun to look at 

how we can use the gifts of modern technology to foster con-

gregational connections, community and discipleship. If you 

aren’t yet getting the weekly PresbEnews, you can subscribe by 

writing to Deb Griffin at PresbEnews@fpcbozeman.org, or you 

can view it on our newly upgraded church website at 

www.fpcbozeman.org. You’ll be amazed at the amount of in-

formation that is disseminated each week in this new online 

publication. Other cyber technologies are sure to follow in the 

near future. 

  In our worship, in our study, in our fellowship and in our ser-

vice, we are learning each day to more faithfully live out our 

church’s new themes of Learning Love, Sharing Faith, Serving 

People and Celebrating God. The journey is underway. Come 

and join us! 

A wrinkle in time set for Oct. 25 
  On Sunday, October 25, Reformation Sunday, we will be 

turning back the calendar by half a millennium! At our wor-

ship services that day we will be commemorating the 500th 

anniversary year of John Calvin’s birth by attempting to rec-

reate a worship service that Calvin himself would have at-

tended. Calvin is the foremost Protestant Reformation forefa-

ther of what today is the Presbyterian church. The music, 

prayers and other worship elements will be inspired by 16th 

century Switzerland where Calvin spent much of his life. 

Because of Calvin’s emphasis on the regular celebration of 

Holy Communion, our services that day will include this sac-

rament. Plan to worship that day. And bring a sweater. The 

churches in the 16th century were drafty! 

Love Awareness Sunday, September 

27th  
  Love, INC is an organization that mobilizes local churches 

to help people in need by pooling their resources and ser-

vices.  

  Information about their programs is on the table at the back 

of the sanctuary. You can help with this important ministry. 

On September 27th, Love Awareness Sunday, you will find a 

―Talent Tithe‖ form in the bulletin. If you can give of your 

time and talents, fill out the form and return it to the church 

office, or to Gallatin County Love, Inc, PO Box 7117, Boze-

man, Mt. 59771. 

http://www.fpcbozeman.org/
mailto:PresbEnews@fpcbozeman.org,
http://www.fpcbozeman.org./
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Keep those cards and notes coming! They 

are very much appreciated! 
 

Sam and Peggy Hollier, 1201 Highland Blvd., Apt. C228, Bozeman, 

MT 59715 

Bill Montgomery, 6108 West Shadow Drive, Bozeman, MT 59715 

Note from Finance: 

2 Corinthians 9:7  

 

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under com-

pulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

Thank you for giving your time, talents, and financial contributions.  Without your generous 

support we could not do all the great things we do to Glorify God. 

Below is a table showing our financial status as of the end of August. 

 

August Income $36,763.86 Year to Date Income $270,204.71 

August Expenses $34,131.90 Year to Date Expenses $303,311.24 

August Balance $  2,631.96 Year to Date Balance ($-33,106.53) 

A Messenger from 

Zimbabwe  
  Once again we have 

the opportunity to host a 

messenger from Zim-

babwe. Mr. Lamiel Phiri 

will be with us on the 

evening of Wednesday, 

September 30th , for 

supper. After a presen-

tation, Mr. Phiri will take 

some time to discuss 

Zimbabwe with us. 

Lamiel is 43 years old 

and currently works as 

an NGO Consultant for 

an organization called 

African Pride Consult-

ants in Harare. He is also 

a Synod Consultant for 

the Church of Central 

Africa Presbyterians. He 

has also worked as a 

high school English 

teacher and for the Zim-

babwe Ministry of Edu-

cation. Stay tuned for 

more information on this 

great opportunity.  

We will need a host fam-

ily for that Wednesday 

night, as well as a ride to 

the Billings airport the 

next morning. If you are 

able to help with either 

of these opportunities to 

serve, please contact 

Betsy Crabs at 585-1465. 

 

 

OCTOBER 15, 2009 at 7 p.m. 

  In response to your requests via the Journey of Renewal report, our newly formed Hospi-

tality team is pleased to present Hospitality with Enthusiasm on October 15, 2009, at 7p.m.  

This workshop will be a fun evening conducted by our own Pat Griffin, the local franchisee 

for Dale Carnegie Training of Montana and NW Wyoming.   

  While we are sincere about our desire to be a more hospitable church, it is often difficult to 

take that step toward someone we don’t know and strike up a meaningful conversation.  By 

the end of this workshop, you will be much more confident in your ability to BE the disci-

ple who makes the whole church seem more hospitable to those who walk through our 

doors. 

  We’ll meet in Fellowship Hall at 7 p.m.  

This invitation is open to anyone over the 

age of 11 who would like to work on these 

skills.  A nursery will be provided. 

  This is a big deal!  Don’t miss it! 

~ Deb Griffin, Hospitality Committee  

"The goal is shared ministry: all of Godôs people 
living their faith, using their gifts, making Christ 

present to one another through compassion, 
love, and service.ò 

~ Michael W. Foss, Power Surge , 

Copyright 2000 Augsburg Fortress Publishers  
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Intermountain  

restoring hope for children 

Here is an awesome opportunity for each of you – I’m sponsoring this bus ride up to Helena and personally invite each and every 

one of you to go with me.  This invitation is also open to your congregations.  

Many of you already know my passion for Intermountain … Intermountain is a magical place I’d like to share with everyone I 

love!  I hope you can all attend – if another day is better – let me know and I’ll be happy to schedule another bus ride! 

Jeneffer Smith [mailto:jen@bozemanumc.org]  

Sign Up to Visit   Nov. 13, 2009 

Sign up now for a one day visit to the Helena campus of  Intermountain, one of  the premier therapeutic residential 

programs for children in the Northwest.   

¶ Chartered bus departs from the Bozeman United Methodist Church, 121 South Willson Ave. at 8:30 AM 

on Friday, November 13, 2009 

¶ Hosted break at Wheat Montana in Three Forks 

¶ Lunch at Intermountain followed by a tour of  the facility 

¶ Leave Helena in time to return to Bozeman by 4:30 PM 

¶ No charge for the trip, but reservations are required due to limited group size 

¶ Please call to make reservations at Bozeman United Methodist Church, 586-5413 (Jen Smith or another staff  

person will sign you up) or Janet Winnie, 582-0779  

500 South Lamborn 

Helena, MT  59601 

1-800-200-9112 406-461-6256 

glennao@intermountain.org 
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Return service requested 

Announcements 

Deadline for submission of articles 

and announcements to be included in 

the Good News is the 20th of each 

month.  By email send submissions 

to spearslu@yahoo.com., or hard 

copy can be mailed care of June 

Dennin in the church office. 

Lu Spears, Editor 

Feed Your Soul begins October 14 
 

  Pick up a magazine, enter a conversation with your neighbor, or check out the latest blog on the Internet. It’s clear: Spirituality 

is a word that gets bandied about—as much today in the secular sphere as in religious circles. But what is spirituality? And of 

what use is it to faithful, thoughtful Christians? 

  The Journey of Renewal process revealed that ―spiritual growth‖ is something which many in our church are seeking. There are 

many definitions and paths to spiritual growth. Where to begin? At Feed Your Soul, our midweek fellowship and study opportu-

nity which begins Wednesday, October 14, we’ll seek a common understanding of spirituality in a 2-week ―Spirituality 101‖ 

study led by Jody McDevitt. A one-session look at ―Introduction to Spiritual Disciplines‖ will follow. For the final three weeks, 

the group will select from several options: Reformed Spirituality, Forgiveness, Simplicity, Spiritual Practices for Families, Grati-

tude as a Spiritual Discipline, and Celtic Spirituality. These options, led by able volunteers, will allow the groups to be smaller. 

We hope that those with similar interests will consider continuing exploring topics of spiritual growth together after this fall’s 

Feed Your Soul concludes. 

  This is how Feed Your Soul Works. Everyone is welcome. We gather at 5:30 in the Fellowship Hall for a simple supper, paid 

for by donations. Everyone helps clean up the dishes, and then the adults go into the library for the study. Activities are provided 

for the children. Feed Your Soul ends at 7 pm, in time for Worship Choir rehearsal. We will do this for 6 weeks in a row. 

  If you are able to help with preparing the meal, setting the tables, running the dishwasher, or leading children’s activities, con-

tact june@fpcbozeman.org or 586-9194. Again, ALL ARE WELCOME! 

mailto:june@fpcbozeman.org

